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Valley Family Care Center.

R. P. Mauricio Appointed Director
of Valley Family Care Centers

The Valley Family Care Center in El Centro clinic sees
more than 2,000 patients a month. The Family Care
Center at 2451 Rockwood Avenue, in the El Paseo Mall,
Calexico, sees more than 1,000 patients a month.
See News Hightlights below.
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A Tribute to Dr. Ronald S. Scott

By James M. Roach, M.D.
Chief of Staff

Dr. Ronald Scott came to the Valley and
provided a service that was badly needed.
He did not just provide it in the usual
manner but he provided it with an excellence
that I think can rarely be found in a city of
this size and even in large cities.

He brought to this Valley the latest in
technology of conformal radiation, far
superior to the radiation that many of our
patients were receiving in Yuma and in
San Diego. He brought this service in a
loving and caring way and he provided a
wonderful setting for the cancer patients
who are suffering. He provided an office
where there was great caring and he
brought in an oncologist to provide the
other half of the treatment.

Prior to Dr. Scott, our patients had to go to
San Diego or Yuma for radiation and for
oncology. The last thing a cancer patient
and family needs is to have to travel.

I have sent many patients to Dr. Scott
and I was always impressed with the level
of comfort he and the center provided them.

Dr. Scott was also a great asset to his
fellow physicians. At the Tumor Board
he often had significant contributions to
make to the other health care professionals
present. I had the pleasure of having many
conferences with Dr. Scott and I was struck
by his genuine interest in humanity and

Dr. Ronald S. Scott and his wife, Margaret (Peg), will be sorely missed throughout

the medical community.

insuring that he provided the best possible
care for his patients.

Dr. Scott will be sorely missed by his
patients, by his fellow physicians and by

me personally. May God reward him for the
wonderful work he did here on earth and
may he and his wife be at peace.

A Tragic Loss

TheBoard of Trustees, staffand management
of El Centro Regional Medical Center mourn
the tragic loss of Dr. Ronald S. Scott and his
wife, Margaret (Peg), who were found dead
in the wreckage of their private plane near
Napa March 18.

Dr. Scott, a radiation oncologist, was the
founder and president of the Imperial
Valley Cancer Center, a facility he built in El
Centro in 1998, equipping it with the most
expensive and latest technology available.
He offered these services to all cancer
patients regardless of ability to pay.

David Green, ECRMC chief executive officer,
said Dr. Scott and Peg, were “good friends of
the hospital, supporting it both verbally and
financially. They will be greatly missed.”
Green also applauded the cancer center
founded by the Scotts as “providing an
excellent and needed community service.”

Dr. and Mrs. Scott were en route to a medical
conference when their private plane crashed
into the Napa River on an approach to the
Napa Airport. Dr. Scott had more than 30
years experience as a private pilot and the
couple, who owned a home in El Centro,
also commuted to a home in La Jolla and to
various vacation spots.

With them on that fatal flight was their
dog, Teddi, an 8-year-old Keeshond who
accompanied them on many of their flights.
Teddi also was a virtual staff member of

See Tragic Loss, page 2

Public Asked to Make a Difference

The public is asked to “make a difference
by helping us to better serve you, your
family and community.” The Building on
a Legacy of Caring Campaign steering
committee makes this appeal as it prepares
to exceed its goal on behalf of the El Centro
Regional Medical Center.

The appeal is being made through this and
subsequent newsletters and an active radio
campaign on KXO-Radio.

Gifts have hit the $1.75 million mark from
private and corporate gifts and pledges,
excluding philanthropic and government
grants received through the work of the
committee that ultimately will be tabulated.
A goal of $2 million was set for the private
and corporate phase of the drive.

The Building on a Legacy of Caring
Campaign was instituted originally to
help furnish and equip the new acute care
hospital building now in operation and the
lobby and entrance area scheduled to open
this June. Since then new needs have arisen
such as an expanded Women’s Center and
conversion of the present south wing into
a 22-bed Pediatrics Unit. Gifts will be also
accepted for these areas as part of this drive
and during future foundation efforts.

Bill Lewis, director of development, has
said the Building on a Legacy of Caring
theme will be maintained even after
the steering committee work ends. The

efforts then will be directed toward
establishing a foundation.

Phil Heald, general chairman of the
campaign, says all gifts are welcome and will
be recognized on the Honor Roll of Donors
regardless of size. Gifts of $1,000 or more
will be inscribed on a permanent donor wall
visible from the new hospital lobby, which is
currently nearing completion.

Other giving opportunities include gifts
in remembrance of a loved one, family
member, friend or business associate, and
to name certain areas of the hospital in
commemoration of one’s own commitment
to improving health care in the community.

Cash gifts permit donors to receive full tax
benefits and substantial gifts may be pledged
and paid over a 5-year period in order to
gain maximum tax benefits. Gifts of assets
such as appreciated securities, personal
property, real estate, current life insurance
policies are welcome and provide the donor
additional tax advantages.

A donor response form is printed on the
following page and may be mailed to
the El Centro Regional Medical Center,
Department of Development, 1425 Ross
Ave., El Centro, CA 92243-4306. Checks
should be made payable to the ECRMC
Building on a Legacy of Caring. For more
information please call: 760-336-2685 or
email: development@ecrmec.org.

NEWS Highlights

Virgen Promoted to Nurse
Director of ECRMC’s
Medical Surgical Dept.

Thomas Virgen, R.N., a staff nurse at El
Centro Regional Medical Center since 1997,
has been promoted to nurse director of the
hospital’s Medical-Surgical Department.

As nurse director, Virgen will oversee the
nursing staff in a department authorized
for 110 beds. The state license for the
hospital was expanded from 107 to 165 beds
with the opening last year of the new acute
care building housing a 48-bed medical
surgical wing, as well as new surgery and
emergency department.

Clinical Training Lab
Established at ECRMC

Apermanent Clinical Training Lab has been
established at El Centro Regional Medical
Center to give staff nurses the opportunity
to refresh skills and to provide an area
dedicated to mandatory skills assessment
and training for new nurses coming onto
the staff.

“A nurse’s skills lab is not a new thing,” said
Becky Walker, RN, BSN, a staff educator
in the hospital’s Education Department.
“But until now we have had to find space
and set up equipment each time we
scheduled one.”

“There are procedures a nurse may be
called upon to use infrequently,” Walker
explained, “and it is good to have a place to
practice those skills throughout the year.”

Mauricio Appointed
Director of Valley Family
Care Centers

Richard P. Mauricio, R.N.,
management supervisor for a private
contractor at the U.S. Naval Medical
Center in San Diego, has been named
director of the Valley Family Care Centers
operated by El Centro Regional Medical
Center in El Centro and Calexico.

a case

Mauricio comes to El Centro from a position
as program manager for PhyAmerica
Government Services for whom he
supervised case management programs with
nurse and social worker case managers at
the U.S. Naval Medical Clinic in San Diego.
He also is a computer troubleshooter for
Microsoft Windows applications.

Prior to joining PhyAmerica, he was
associated with the San Diego County Public
Health Office, supervising an average of
He also has
worked as a clinical nurse for the Children’s
Hospital in San Diego, a staff nurse for the
Polinski Children’s Center in San Diego and
a nurses’ aide in Children’s Hospital.

50 active tuberculosis cases.
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HONOR ROLL of Donors

Imperial Valley Press

FOUNDER
Phil & Elise Heald

George & Barbara Hendrix

Dennis & Sharon Kern

HUMANITARIAN
Milton & Mabel Meek

Valley Independent Bank

Cherie Alford

Duggins Construction Inc.
El Centro Kiwanis Club

El Centro Rotary Club

Philip R. Ricker

CORNERSTONE
Bill & Sue Hoffman

Dr. Charles R. & Leigh Humphrey
Kennedy’s For Tires, Inc.

Herbert & Helen Lee

BUILDER

Richard and Sharon Acosta
Adelphia
Anonymous Donor
Bud Ashurst - American Honey
Cliff & Concha Caldwell
Bill R. & Jacqueline Carver
Cesar T. Chavez, M.D.

& Teresa Chavez
J. Michael & Anne Dessert
El Centro Firefighter’s Association
Dr. James A. & Glenda Ellis

Dr. James M. & Cecelia Roach
Bill Thomas (Direct Auto Plaza)
Jack & Joan Tyler

Richard & Mary Faye Foss
1. V. Emergency Physicians
Frank & Fidela Irigoyen
John & Cathy Kennerson
KXO AM/FM

Ed & Patty McGrew

Robert & Betty Jo McNeece
Paul & Pilar McNeece
Pilkington/L-N Safety Glass
William & Marybelle Plourd

BENEFACTOR

Athar Ansari M.D., Inc.
Alford Distributing Co.

Art & Beth Benavent

Carroll & Pamela Buckley
Central Valley Medical Fdn.
Joe & Alice Colace

Credit Bureau of Imperial County
Beverly & Glenn Dawson
Mitchell and Debra Driskill
Bill & Margo DuBois

William & Mary Ellen DuBois
George C. Fareed, M.D.

Jerry and Kathleen Farmer

First Imperial Credit Union

First Presbyterian Church
& Westminster Day Center
Rodriguez Park Architecture
and Planning
Dr. Ronald & Peg Scott
(Imperial Valley Cancer Center)
The Sechrists - Bill, Carolyn,
Stuart & George
Simplex-Grinnell
Scott B. Tepper
Walter & Muriel Williams

Five Crowns Marketing
Bill & Sue Gay
Stephen E. Gocke, M.D.
Imperial Printers
The Donna M. Kellerman Trust
-Brad, Cristina & Matthew-
Bill and Chris Lewis
Jeff and Cheryl Lyon
Mario Saikhon Foundation
Mike, Trish, Patrick &
Lindsey McNeece
Pat & Gary Miller
Ariana and Nicho Ortiz
Dr. Jorge Robles & Marielena Robles

PATRON

Roberto Abdelnur, M.D., Inc.
Veerinder Anand, M.D.

Mario L. Ceja, M.D.

Nemer Dabage-Forzoli, M.D.
Gary & Jane Glud

Ralph & Virgie Galindo

Dr. Edgar & Dr. Lucie Gamboa
Mostafa A. Hamdy, M.D.
Therese & Dr. George R. Hancock
Jens Hutchens Family

Vallop Kanjanapone, M.D.
Mervat Kelada, M.D.

Horacio Rodiles, MD, Mohammad
Berenji, MD & Shahid Hussain,
MD (Kidney Medical Associates)

Rogers & Rogers

Dr. Rajinder & Raj Sambhi

Evelyn Shockey in Memory of
Ray Shockey

Sun Community Federal
Credit Union

Sun Valley Behavioral
Medical Center

Joe & Laura Vogel

Dr. Elmer C. & Mary Ellen Werner

Chuck & Jo Ann Le Pere

Daniel Manjarrez M.D. Inc.

Hamid Mani, M.D., Nasrin Mani,
M.D. & Majid Mani, M.D.
(California Retina Associates)

George & Audrey McFaddin

Joe, Ruth & Miranda Montenegro

Elias & Katia Moukarzel

Alfredo Negrete M.D. Inc.

Bob & Stephanie Nelson and
children Aaron, Tiffani & Elijah

Vachaspathi Palakodeti, M.D.

SPONSOR

Alford, Jeff & Carolyn
Anderson, John & Marie
Bill, Claudia, Crystal Armenta
- Alex Rodriguez
Angela & Don Barioni, Jr.
Frank & Barbara Barros
Jim & Ann Beck
David & Sue Bellamy
Susie Beltran, R.N.
David A., Tisha and
Ashleigh Benavidez
Anna Maria Bordges
Brinkerhoff - Jeff, Ana, Tom, Liz
David and Debra Buchanan
CEMEX Foundation, Inc.
Irma Julia Contreras
Bill & Catherine Criman
Tony Darr Family
Desert Medical Pharmacy
Jim & Jan Dikes
Robert F. Driver Company
Claudia Dubbe
Jack & Patty Dunnam
ECRMC Activities Committee
El Centro Kiwanis Club
of Early Risers
Walter & Cynthia Enz

Victor & Eslodia Ramirez
Charles Rhoades &

Lucy Tagliapietra
Jose M. Rocamora, M.D., Inc.
Roel Corporation
Donald & Irene Shelton
Dr. Mahomed & Fatima Suliman
Jack & Frances Terrazas
Bryan & Jennifer Thomason
Luz Tristan, M.D.
Westmount Properties LLC.

Henry & Virginia Felchlin
Frager Family Foundation
Foley & Lardner
Pamela A. Gaspar
Don & Roberta Gibson
Don Glud
Alan & Carol Heald
In Loving Memory of
Thomas B. Henderson
by Julia M. Henderson
Hiram Thomas Hinkley Jr. Family
Marie Hinkley
Kurt & Maria Honold
Imperial Valley Fire
Chief’s Association
John Jahan, M.D.
James E. & Heidi L. Kuhn
Hank & Polly Kuiper
Karl Kussman Family
Lee & Linda Hindman
In memory of Elmer B. House
& Van D. Ingle, Jr.
by Karye E. House
Robert V. & Doris Liggett
In Memory of Earl & Jerry Nielsen
- Marv & Bobbie Burdg
Rita M. & Paul J. Noden

PARTNER

The Allstate Foundation
DAOU Systems, Inc.

Don & Abbie Giddings
Frager Family Foundation

Original Sid Blackman Plumbing
Luis & Martha Plancarte
Kim Petersell and Family
Pilot Club of El Centro, Inc.
Arnold & Blanca Preciado
Lee & Carol Pyle
In Memory of
Henry & Rose Quan - by Wesley
Justin Quan & Jason Colby Quan
David Richards & Christine Haws
Sedalia Sanders
Armando & Olivia Silva & Family
Dr. John M. & Gayla G. Strong
Soroptomist International
of El Centro
In Loving Memory of
Richard F. Schindewolf
by Carol Schindewolf
In Memory of
Dr. Robert J. Westcott -
Castaneda, Washburn &
Westcott Families
Ray & Grace Taylor
Richard C. & Mary Ellen Wymore
In Loving Memory of
Sona L. Wong -
by Norma R. Wong

Andrea Hammond
Rey Hernandez

The Gene Loop Family
Ruby Lehmann

ASSOCIATE

John Jr. & Kristen Frager
Mitzi Gragson

Kurt & Deborah Lichter
Moore Business Forms
Jean E. Richardson
Celia Sweeden

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gruby
Randal W. Miles, DDS

George & Martha Abel
Sandra Boman

Danice Bonillas

Irene Bradford

Frances Christopherson
Sherry L. Culver

Thomas L. Dashiell, CLU
Neina Davis

Andrew & Norma Dufresne
Charles Dessert

Mary Margaret Dessert
Tim & Lucie Dessert

Margaret Jean Pray
Tom & Carol Ross

FRIEND
Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Dessert, III
Mercy Garcia

Gloria Gay

Orville & Ollie Grams

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Hinkley

Peter Hinkley

Shannon Hinkley

June E. Kloth

Winfred A. Knapp, CPA

Mr. & Mrs. David MacDonald, PhD
Mr. & Mrs. David McKelvey
Arthur Mejia

CONTRIBUTOR

Mary Ahern

Sylvia Alvarez

Juanita Avina

Mary Sue Baldwin
Paulette M. Carlsgaard
Steffi Castro, RD

Anthony & Frances Colace

Cassi DePaoli
Michael & Judith Farrar

Marjorie Westcott Mitchell
Margaret Mothorn
Pine Valley LLC dba
Pine Valley Store
Chiara Rodriguez
Tom & Carol Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rydman
Margo Sanchez
Dr. & Mrs. John Wells
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Williams
Carmen Woolf

Dorothy Green

Hilda Gresham

Sue Harrell

William Haynes

Kyle J. & Mitzi Le Pere
Studio & Tiffiny Lilley
Calvin & Dorsa Manning
Lupe Mejia

Brooks & Marty Mothorn

Paula Obra

Keith Oliver

Neil & Dorothy Pere
Linda Shuey

Jayme Storms
Joselito & Fe Villero
Robert V. Vallera
Lynne M. Walters
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Memorial Gifts

In Memory of Hazel Miller
Donated By Dorothy Green, Hilda Gresham,
Paulette M. Carlsgaard, June Kloth

In Memory of Rose Woo Quan
Donated By Cherie Alford

In Memory of Carmen Gupton
Donated By Cherie Alford

In Memory of Margaret “Peggy” Yeager
Donated By Cherie Alford, John Kearney

In Memory of Julieta S. Preciado

Donated By Lexandra Carmelo, Adam Cassius,
Brandon Galloway, Elaine Gonzales.
Hutchinson and Bloodgood Llp, Carla Kuhns,
Daniel Lacarra, Miguel Mardueno, Rudy
Moreno, Donna Osborne, Genie Rodriguez,
Aletia Vizcarra, Wendy Voli, Carol Zediker

In Memory of Herbert A. Lee
Donated By Ray & Grace Taylor, L. Terry
Poiriez, Karye House, Norman & Margaret
Lassey, Archie & Laurene Johnson,
Schaffner Dairy Family, Yosh, Mary & Bruce
Sanbonmatsu, Marge & Benny Derrick, Robert
& Adrianne Andrews, David & Kathe Roberts

In Memory of Dr. Fred Heald
Donated By Mr. & Mrs. Orlando Foote, Ray &
Grace Taylor, Lee & Carol Pyle, Hutchinson &
Bloodgood Llc, Dr. John & Catalina Haworth,
Valley Independent Bank

In Memory of Marjorie Heald
Donated By Ray & Grace Taylor, George &
Audrey Mcfaddin, Cherie Alford, John Kearney,
Chapter Av P.e.o., Louise P. Huston

In Memory of Elsie R. Wacaser
Donated By Karen Wacaser

In Memory of Genevieve Allen
Donated By Jeannie West

In Memory of Libby Dessert
Donated By Cliff & Frances Strahm

In Memory of Richard Alford
Donated By Tri-eagle Beverage Company,
Norman & Margaret Lassey, Bob & Judy
Douthitt, Anheuser-busch, Inc., Delreka
Distributing, Dr. & Mrs. David Price,

111 Counties Distributing Co., Inc.,
Mrs. Sarah Talbot, Elizabeth J. Tippie

In Memory of Nancy Jopes
Donated By Edward & Susan Quan,
& Margaret Jean Pray

In Memory of Earl & Mildred Butler
Donated By Bryan & Jennifer Thomason

In Memory of Dr. Sidney Tepper, OB/GYN
Donated By Margaret Jean Pray

In Memory of Phil Ricker
Donated By Cherie Alford, Jeannie West

Thank You ECRMC Medical Staff for Your Generosity

We thank the members of ECRMC’s Medical Staff for their generous contributions to our
hospital’s expansion and modernization project. Their gifts and pledges have soared to near
the $225,000 level as reported in our previous edition of “Health Matters”. In appreciation
of their generous support, their names are recognized below in the same way they are listed
on the Building on a Legacy of Caring Honor Roll of Donors.

We also thank those physicians who are currently considering their commitments. Their
names will be listed in future editions of the Honor Roll.

Roberto Abdelnur, M.D., Inc.

Veerinder Anand, M.D.

Athar Ansari, M.D., Inc.

Mario L. Ceja, M.D.

Cesar T. Chavez, M.D. & Teresa Chavez

Nemer Dabage-Forzoli, M.D.

Dr. James A. & Glenda Ellis

George C. Fareed, M.D.

Dr. Edgar & Dr. Lucie Gamboa

Stephen E. Gocke, M.D.

Mostafa A. Hamdy, M.D.

Therese & Dr. George R. Hancock

Dr. Charles R. & Leigh Humphrey

Imperial Valley Emergency Physicians

John Jahan, M.D.

Vallop Kanjanapone, M.D.

Mervat Kelada, M.D.

Hamid Mani, M.D., Nasrin Mani, M.D.,
Majid Mani, M.D. (California Retina Assoc.)

Daniel Manjarrez, M.D., Inc.

Elias & Katia Moukarzel

Alfredo Negrete, M.D., Inc.

Ariana and Nicho Ortiz

Vachaspathi Palakodeti, M.D.

Horacio Rodiles, M.D., Mohammad
Berenji, M.D. & Shahid Hussain, M.D.
(Kidney Medical Associates)

David Richards, DDS and Christine Haws

Jorge F. Robles, M.D. & Marielena Robles

Dr. James M. Roach & Cecelia Roach

Jose M. Rocamora, M.D., Inc.

Dr. Rajinder & Raj Sambhi

Dr. Ronald & Peg Scott
(Imperial Valley Cancer Center)

Sun Valley Behavioral Medical Center
(Bernardo Ng, M.D.)

Dr. Mahomed & Fatima Suliman

Dr. John M. & Gayla G. Strong

Luz Tristan, M.D.

Dr. Elmer C. & Mary Ellen Werner

DISCLAIMER This El Centro Regional Medical
Center (“ECRMC”) newsletter is for the sole purpose
of providing readers with reference information
as a means of introducing them to ECRMC and to
the services provided by its physicians, health care
providers, and affiliated clinics. The Information
provided is not intended to replace obtaining medical
evaluations and health care advice from qualified
health care providers. Reference to specific products,
processes, businesses, facilities, or services does not

constitute or imply recommendation or endorsement

by ECRMC. Physicians are not employees of ECRMC.

Staff Writer Robert V. Liggett
©2004 CONVEYOR GROUP
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A Tragic Loss

Tragic Loss, from page 1
the center, a friendly, nurturing demeanor
greeting and calming patients, allowing
them to pet and even hold him in their laps.

“We were very much saddened by the tragic
loss,” said Dr. Hasnat Ahmed, an associate
oncologist, “but Dr. Scott had set up a center
for therapy in the management of cancer,
a place that will continue to function. Our
objective will be to continue providing
state-of-the-art care and striving to increase
the level of medical care in the Valley.” The
Scotts would have wanted it that way.
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PLEDGE/GIFT FORM

I Clip and Mail to: I
El Centro Regional Medical Center, 1415 Ross Avenue, El Centro, CA 92243-4306.

| PLEDGE: 1/We prefer to give through a pledge: |

I $__ peryearforeach of thenext ___ years (5 years max.) for a total of $ I
The first payment of $ is enclosed or will be made on or before (date). I
This pledge will be paid in ___quarterly __semi-annual __annual installments.

I CASH GIFT: Please accept my/our gift to ECRMC $ I

| ___Check or money order is enclosed. |
__ Please chargeto: _ VISA _ Mastercard __Other

I Card No. Expiration Date I

I Signature Date I

I ALL DONORS: Name(s) |
Address

I City, State, Zip I

I Phone: Home Work I
Please make checks payable to ECRMC Building on a Legacy of Caring. For more information

I please call the Development Office at (760) 336-2685 or email: development@ecrmec.org. I

Your gift is an itemized deduction for federal income tax purposes.
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I |

(760) 339-7100 * 1415 Ross Avenue, El Centro, CA 92243

www.ecrmc.org



