
An Agency of the City of El Centro

Our Family Serving YoursOur Family Serving Yours

health matters
 is brought to you by

health matters
Volume 1, Issue 4Sunday, April 11, 2004

By James M. Roach, M.D.
Chief of Staff

Dr. Ronald Scott came to the Valley and 
provided a service that was badly needed.  
He did not just provide it in the usual
manner but he provided it with an excellence 
that I think can rarely be found in a city of 
this size and even in large cities.

He brought to this Valley the latest in 
technology of conformal radiation, far 
superior to the radiation that many of our 
patients were receiving in Yuma and in 
San Diego. He brought this service in a 
loving and caring way and he provided a 
wonderful setting for the cancer patients 
who are suffering. He provided an offi ce 
where there was great caring and he 
brought in an oncologist to provide the 
other half of the treatment.

Prior to Dr. Scott, our patients had to go to 
San Diego or Yuma for radiation and for 
oncology. The last thing a cancer patient 
and family needs is to have to travel.

I have sent many patients to Dr. Scott 
and I was always impressed with the level 
of comfort he and the center provided them.

Dr. Scott was also a great asset to his 
fellow physicians. At the Tumor Board 
he often had signifi cant contributions to 
make to the other health care professionals 
present. I had the pleasure of having many 
conferences with Dr. Scott and I was struck 
by his genuine interest in humanity and 

insuring that he provided the best possible 
care for his patients.

Dr. Scott will be sorely missed by his 
patients, by his fellow physicians and by 

me personally. May God reward him for the 
wonderful work he did here on earth and 
may he and his wife be at peace.

A Tragic Loss
The Board of Trustees, staff and management 
of El Centro Regional Medical Center mourn 
the tragic loss of Dr. Ronald S. Scott and his 
wife, Margaret (Peg), who were found dead 
in the wreckage of their private plane near 
Napa March 18.

Dr. Scott, a radiation oncologist, was the 
founder and president of the Imperial 
Valley Cancer Center, a facility he built in El 
Centro in 1998, equipping it with the most 
expensive and latest technology available. 
He offered these services to all cancer 
patients regardless of ability to pay. 

David Green, ECRMC chief executive offi cer, 
said Dr. Scott and Peg, were “good friends of 
the hospital, supporting it both verbally and 
fi nancially. They will be greatly missed.”  
Green also applauded the cancer center 
founded by the Scotts as “providing an 
excellent and needed community service.”

Dr. and Mrs. Scott were en route to a medical 
conference when their private plane crashed 
into the Napa River on an approach to the 
Napa Airport.  Dr. Scott had more than 30 
years experience as a private pilot and the 
couple, who owned a home in El Centro, 
also commuted to a home in La Jolla and to 
various vacation spots.

With them on that fatal fl ight was their 
dog, Teddi, an 8-year-old Keeshond who 
accompanied them on many of their fl ights.  
Teddi also was a virtual staff member of 

A Tribute to Dr. Ronald S. Scott

See Tragic Loss, page 2

Dr. Ronald S. Scott and his wife, Margaret (Peg), will be sorely missed throughout 
the medical community.

The public is asked to “make a difference 
by helping us to better serve you, your 
family and community.” The Building on 
a Legacy of Caring Campaign steering 
committee makes this appeal as it prepares 
to exceed its goal on behalf of the El Centro 
Regional Medical Center. 

The appeal is being made through this and 
subsequent newsletters and an active radio 
campaign on KXO-Radio.

Gifts have hit the $1.75 million mark from 
private and corporate gifts and pledges, 
excluding philanthropic and government 
grants received through the work of the 
committee that ultimately will be tabulated.  
A goal of $2 million was set for the private 
and corporate phase of the drive.  

The Building on a Legacy of Caring 
Campaign was instituted originally to 
help furnish and equip the new acute care 
hospital building now in operation and the 
lobby and entrance area scheduled to open 
this June. Since then new needs have arisen 
such as an expanded Women’s Center and 
conversion of the present south wing into 
a 22-bed Pediatrics Unit. Gifts will be also 
accepted for these areas as part of this drive 
and during future foundation efforts.  

Bill Lewis, director of development, has 
said the Building on a Legacy of Caring 
theme will be maintained even after 
the steering committee work ends. The 

efforts then will be directed toward 
establishing a foundation. 

Phil Heald, general chairman of the 
campaign, says all gifts are welcome and will 
be recognized on the Honor Roll of Donors 
regardless of size. Gifts of $1,000 or more 
will be inscribed on a permanent donor wall 
visible from the new hospital lobby, which is 
currently nearing completion.  

Other giving opportunities include gifts 
in remembrance of a loved one, family 
member, friend or business associate, and 
to name certain areas of the hospital in 
commemoration of one’s own commitment 
to improving health care in the community. 

Cash gifts permit donors to receive full tax 
benefi ts and substantial gifts may be pledged 
and paid over a 5-year period in order to 
gain maximum tax benefi ts. Gifts of assets 
such as appreciated securities, personal 
property, real estate, current life insurance 
policies are welcome and provide the donor 
additional tax advantages.

A donor response form is printed on the 
following page and may be mailed to 
the El Centro Regional Medical Center, 
Department of Development, 1425 Ross 
Ave., El Centro, CA 92243-4306. Checks 
should be made payable to the ECRMC 
Building on a Legacy of Caring. For more 
information please call: 760-336-2685 or  
email: development@ecrmc.org.

Public Asked to Make a Difference NEWS Highlights
Virgen Promoted to Nurse 
Director of ECRMC’s 
Medical Surgical Dept.
Thomas Virgen, R.N., a staff nurse at El 
Centro Regional Medical Center since 1997, 
has been promoted to nurse director of the 
hospital’s Medical-Surgical Department.

As nurse director, Virgen will oversee the 
nursing staff in a department authorized 
for 110 beds. The state license for the 
hospital was expanded from 107 to 165 beds 
with the opening last year of the new acute 
care building housing a 48-bed medical 
surgical wing, as well as new surgery and 
emergency department.

Clinical Training Lab 
Established at ECRMC
A permanent  Clinical Training Lab has been 
established at El Centro Regional Medical 
Center to give staff nurses the opportunity 
to refresh skills and to provide an area 
dedicated to mandatory skills assessment 
and training for new nurses coming onto 
the staff.

“A nurse’s skills lab is not a new thing,” said 
Becky Walker, RN, BSN, a staff educator 
in the hospital’s Education Department. 
“But until now we have had to find space 
and set up equipment each time we 
scheduled one.”

“There are procedures a nurse may be 
called upon to use infrequently,” Walker 
explained, “and it is good to have a place to 
practice those skills throughout the year.”

Mauricio Appointed 
Director of Valley Family 
Care Centers
Richard P. Mauricio, R.N., a case 
management supervisor for a private 
contractor at the U.S. Naval Medical 
Center in San Diego, has been named 
director of the Valley Family Care Centers 
operated by El Centro Regional Medical 
Center in El Centro and Calexico.

Mauricio comes to El Centro from a position 
as program manager for PhyAmerica 
Government Services for whom he 
supervised case management programs with 
nurse and social worker case managers at 
the U.S. Naval Medical Clinic in San Diego.  
He also is a computer troubleshooter for 
Microsoft Windows applications. 

Prior to joining PhyAmerica, he was 
associated with the San Diego County Public 
Health Office, supervising an average of 
50 active tuberculosis cases.  He also has 
worked as a clinical nurse for the Children’s 
Hospital in San Diego, a staff nurse for the 
Polinski Children’s Center in San Diego and 
a nurses’ aide in Children’s Hospital.

R. P. Mauricio Appointed Director 
of Valley Family Care Centers
The Valley Family Care Center in El Centro clinic sees 

more than 2,000 patients a month. The Family Care 

Center at 2451 Rockwood Avenue, in the El Paseo Mall, 

Calexico, sees more than 1,000 patients a month.  
See News Hightlights below. Family Care Center in Calexico.Valley Family Care Center.
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the center, a friendly, nurturing demeanor 
greeting and calming patients, allowing 
them to pet and even hold him in their laps.

“We were very much saddened by the tragic 
loss,” said Dr. Hasnat Ahmed, an associate 
oncologist, “but Dr. Scott had set up a center 
for therapy in the management of cancer, 
a place that will continue to function. Our 
objective will be to continue providing 
state-of-the-art care and striving to increase 
the level of medical care in the Valley.” The 
Scotts would have wanted it that way.
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Thank You ECRMC Medical Staff for Your Generosity
We thank the members of ECRMC’s Medical Staff for their generous contributions to our 
hospital’s expansion and modernization project. Their gifts and pledges have soared to near 
the $225,000 level as reported in our previous edition of “Health Matters”. In appreciation 
of their generous support, their names are recognized below in the same way they are listed 
on the Building on a Legacy of Caring Honor Roll of Donors. 

We also thank those physicians who are currently considering their commitments. Their 
names will be listed in future editions of the Honor Roll.

Roberto Abdelnur, M.D., Inc.  
Veerinder Anand, M.D.
Athar Ansari, M.D., Inc.
Mario L. Ceja, M.D.
Cesar T. Chavez, M.D. & Teresa Chavez  
Nemer Dabage-Forzoli, M.D.
Dr. James A. & Glenda Ellis
George C. Fareed, M.D.
Dr. Edgar & Dr. Lucie Gamboa
Stephen E. Gocke, M.D.
Mostafa A. Hamdy, M.D.
Therese & Dr. George R. Hancock
Dr. Charles R. & Leigh Humphrey
Imperial Valley Emergency Physicians 
John Jahan, M.D.
Vallop Kanjanapone, M.D.
Mervat Kelada, M.D.
Hamid Mani, M.D., Nasrin Mani, M.D., 

Majid Mani, M.D. (California Retina Assoc.)

Daniel Manjarrez, M.D., Inc.

Elias & Katia Moukarzel
Alfredo Negrete, M.D., Inc.
Ariana and Nicho Ortiz
Vachaspathi Palakodeti, M.D.
Horacio Rodiles, M.D., Mohammad 

Berenji, M.D. & Shahid Hussain, M.D.
   (Kidney Medical Associates)
David Richards, DDS and Christine Haws
Jorge F. Robles, M.D. & Marielena Robles
Dr. James M. Roach & Cecelia Roach
Jose M. Rocamora, M.D., Inc.
Dr. Rajinder & Raj Sambhi
Dr. Ronald & Peg Scott  

(Imperial Valley Cancer Center)
Sun Valley Behavioral Medical Center 

(Bernardo Ng, M.D.)
Dr. Mahomed & Fatima Suliman
Dr. John M. & Gayla G. Strong
Luz Tristan, M.D.
Dr. Elmer C. & Mary Ellen Werner

Mary Ahern 

Sylvia Alvarez 

Juanita Avina 

Mary Sue Baldwin 

Paulette M. Carlsgaard 

Steffi Castro, RD 

Anthony & Frances Colace 

Cassi DePaoli 

Michael & Judith Farrar 

Dorothy Green

Hilda Gresham 

Sue Harrell 

William Haynes 

Kyle J. & Mitzi Le Pere 

Studio & Tiffiny Lilley 

Calvin & Dorsa Manning 

Lupe Mejia 

Brooks & Marty Mothorn 

Paula Obra 

Keith Oliver 

Neil & Dorothy Pere 

Linda Shuey 

Jayme Storms 

Joselito & Fe Villero 

Robert V. Vallera 

Lynne M. Walters

PLEDGE/GIFT FORM
Clip and Mail to: 

El Centro Regional Medical Center, 1415 Ross Avenue, El Centro, CA 92243-4306.

PLEDGE:  I/We prefer to give through a pledge:   

$ _____ per year for each of the next ____ years (5 years max.) for a total of $ _______. 

The first payment of $ _______is enclosed or will be made on or before _______ (date). 

This pledge will be paid in   __quarterly   __semi-annual   __annual installments.

CASH GIFT:  Please accept my/our gift to ECRMC $ ________________. 

 __ Check or money order is enclosed. 

__ Please charge to:   __VISA   __Mastercard   __Other ___________________ 

Card No. ______________________________ Expiration Date __________  

Signature _____________________________________ Date __________

ALL DONORS:  Name(s) _____________________________________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ___________________________________________________ 

Phone:  ________________________Home  _______________________Work

Please make checks payable to ECRMC Building on a Legacy of Caring. For more information  
please call the Development Office at (760) 336-2685 or email: development@ecrmc.org. 

Your gift is an itemized deduction for federal income tax purposes. 


